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Acana, Guam 9s910 . Db ¥
U.S.A.

PAUL M. CALVO
Gavannon

The Honorable Thomas V.C. Tanaka
Speaker '

Sixteenth Guam Legislature

Post Office Box 373

Agana, Guam 96910 .

Dear Mr. Speaker:

This is to transmit to you, with my approval, Bill No. 214 concern-
ing the abolishment of the Public utilities Cormission. The reasons
given for the passage of Bill No. 214, that the functions of the
Commission are performed by other government agencies and that

it is costly, are sound reasons for the elimination of a govern-
ment agency.. By the same token, there exist other agencies within
government which fall within this same category, and I trust the
Legislature will take similar action as to those agencies. Cons-
picuous examples of unnecessary agencies are the Office of the
Territorial Auditor and the Office of the Suruhanu. The calendar
year 1981 budget for these two agencies total $441,330. These
agencies are not unlike the Public Utilities Commission in that
their sole function is to review and examine the actions of other
agencies and departments of the government of Guam. In this cost
saving spirit we encourage the legislature to give that same due
and serious consideration to bills now pending before it concern-
ing these two offices. ’

Finally, in enacting this statute, apparently the Sixteenth Guam
Legislature feels that an error was made by the Thirteenth Guam
Legislature in creating the Commission.

Sincerely,
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CERTIFICATION OF PASSAGE GF AN ACT TO THE UOVERNOR

This is to certify that Substitute Bill HNo. 214, YAn Act to
repeal Chapter 1 of Titles XXI of the Govarnment Code relative to
the Public Utilities Commission," was on the 16%h day of dMovember
1931, duly and regularly passed, ' S
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7 ATIOMAS V. C. TANAKK
Speaker
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ALBERTO {, LAMORENA TIT

Acting La2gislative Secrstary
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This Act was received by the Governor this 2o A day of
Vvt bere oy, 1981, at </ oo o'clock M.
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7 SHBHRA L, FRANCISCO
/Assistant taff Offlcer
Governor's Staff
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~ PAUL: M. CALVO -
Lo Governorof Guam: i
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511l No. 213
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Introduced by: J. I, L u
C. T, €. Guti

J. T, San Agustin
A¥ ACT TO REPEAL CﬁAP”E I OF TITLE XXI OF o
THE GOVER HHZYT CODZ RELATIVE TO THE PUBLIC . ‘ o
UTILITIES COMMISSION. ‘

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PLOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAM:

Szction 1. Chapter I of Title XXI (being Sections 21000

through 21025 as snacted in Section 5 of Public Law 13-179;,a3_v
ansnded, and relative to the Public Utilities Comnission) of the
Government Code is §epea1éd.

Section 2. The Public Utilities Commission shall continue

to exist as long as necessary to wind up its affairs but for

~no more than one hundrad eighty (180) days fol lowing the

effective date of this Act for the purpose of winding up its :
affaiég. All records, pzrsonal proparty and office zsquipment
which is not leaszd shall be transferred to tha Dzpariment of
Adninistration for disy sal. ‘All funds except deposits held
pursuant to the Pﬁblic Utili ies Falr Procedure Act held by the
Public Utilitles Commission shall be transferred to Lhe Ganeral x
Fund, All deposits shall ba transfered to the respasctive |
utilizies, After the effective date of this Act, the CammiSSioa
shall not entsy any =zgreements for the procurement of pro fessianai
or teahnical‘SéIViccs nor shall it £il11 any vacancies.

3action 3. Subssction (4) of Section 21503 of the Govern-
ment Code is amendod to read: | |

*(4) Establish and nodify from time o time,
reasonable rates and charges for elsctric service at least

he full cost of such service, and collect

()

adequate o cover t

]
A

money from customers using such sorvice, all subjsct fo aay
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Section 4. Section 21206 of the Governmont Cods is amended

"Section 4., Section 21206, Powers. The agency shall

have the powar, as is ne scessary for the administration and

operation of all water and other utility services furnished .

by the agency, except electric powar which has been
transferreéd to the exclusive control andloperatlcn-of the
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Guam Powsr Authority, =nd *2lenhon
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shall include the authority to mzke a monetary charge

to all persons, firms corporations and governments
» 2 p 3

including the government of u"am, to whom public utlTlty

serV1ces are furnished by the agency.

Section 5. Subsection (d) of Ssctiom 21603 of the Government !

13 ameanded to yea

P.a

¥{d) Establish and m041fy from tims to time, reason-

able rates and charges for the telepnone service, at least

}})
(¢

adequate to cover the full cost of such service, and collect
money from customers using such servics, 211 subject to

any conirzctura~ obligations of the Board to the,holdgrs

of any bonds; énter in;o covenants to increzse ratss or
charges fronm tinme to fiﬁe'as may be necessary”pursuant to
any such contractual obligation; and rsfund rates and

o]

charges collected in error in accordance with regulations

prescribed by the Board; "
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Section 7. Subsections (3) and {4) of ¢

vernrent Code are repealed and recnacted to read:

"(3) 'Court' means the Superior Céurt of Gﬁam.

(4) ‘'Customer Complzint' means the complaint Filed
with an agency detailing reasons wb] customer believes
an agency biliing is erroncous or an agency action 1is
‘harnful to him."

Ssction 8. Section 21152 of the Govermment Code is amended

to vead:

"Section 21152, Complaints., A customer who in good -

faith believes that he has been incorrectly billed for

“services by an.agency or harmed by another action of the

~ e A e e a - o ~ - — —n - - -~ - 2 ~S
4gsncy =XxCept 2 rate Incr2ase may 3ubnmift a cusiomer complaint

to the agency involved. Upon receipt of the cnstomef"
complaint and the proper deposit, in the case of a billing
dispute, the agéncy shall investigate the matters raised in
the‘customer compiaint. Th2 agency shall forthwith furnish
the customer with a statement indicating the right'of‘
appeél provided by Section 21153 fitbin. hirty (39) days,

the agency shall respond to the custoner as to its findings

¥

with respect to the complaint. If required, the agency shall'

make an adjustment of account including a credit for or

_return of any deposit or part of deposit and intersst at

th rate of nine percent (Qﬁ),per annunr if the agency

Eas

statenent indicates an adjustment is due a customer.

‘However, if the agency indicates that the dispute should
- > < p

be resolved in favor of thes agency, then if it is a billing
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dispute, the customer's account shall bz charged an additionsl

amount equal to the amount of intevrest payable at the rate

of nine percent (9%) per annum on the dispr ted amount during
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from the time the complaint was made with the ag: y to

shall not be undertaken by zhs agency with respect to tha
disputed azmount until the expiration of thirty (30) days

from the date thes statement reguired by this Section shall
. Sec;*cn 21153 of the Covarnmen; Code 1s amended

3153, Avnpeal

trom Agency Action. {3} 1If

an agency statement is adverse to a customer, the customer

may within thirty (30) days of the issuance of the agency

5tatement take appeal to the Superior Court of Guan which

skall have jurisdiction to resolve the dispute, If the i

amount in controversy is less than One Thousand Dollars

(81,000) ths appsal should be heard in the Small Claims
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sion of the Superier Court of Gusm. During the pendency !
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se to the customer with |
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respact to the disputed zmount may be undertaken. The takin g{

of appeal pursuant to this Ssction shail oparate as 3 stay.
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‘Th d2posit s5hall ramain in escrow wniil the resolution of
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(b} If the agency's determinatisn is reversed by the
court, then the court shall award reas na%ie autornuy’" tees
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" to the custonmer and costs of Lbe acti
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Iaction 10. Section 213154 of tha Govzranant Lode 13 anonded

ngaceion 21154, Same. Ths Judicial Council shall
promuigate rules and rzgalaticns for entert aining the g

appzals pravidsd by Section 21153.7 E

Section 11. 3Szction 24007 of the Governnent Coda is amended

nSaetion 24007, Rule.' Ths word 'rula! mzans any
rula,'regulaiion, 3 anda-“, classification, procedﬁra or
requirensat of aay agency designed to have or having the
effoct of law, or interpreting, supplementing or impiementingv
any law enforced or administered by it, including any rate
setting regulation under which the agency makes charges for
utility services ox other services it provides, or to govarn |

its organization or procodure, but doss not include

regulations, resolutions OT directions relating solely to

1ntetnal policy, 11tern 1 agency organization or internal

s o 1w

preceuure which do notz directly affect the rights of or
procedures available to the public and does not Include
tadministrative adjudication'.”

Section 12. 1f the government of Suam sver sells Guam

Telsphone Authority, Guam Pousr Authority, or Public Utility

Agancy of Guam to a private enterprise, then Chapter I of Title

O

XXI (being Sections 21000 through 21925) of the CGovernment Code
as ﬂﬁacied in Szetion 5 of Public Law 13-179 :nd anended by Public

b5 ravived and shall have full forca b
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and cffe:t of law as of the day of transfer. Howaver, the

urisdiction of the Public Utility Commission shall axtend only

Cale

to the ontity sold.
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